This case is different in that the severe reaction was probably due to overdosage rather than hypersensitivity, for the patient had had topical phenylephrine on two previous occasions without any rise in blood pressure. The dose received on this particular occasion was very high. If the average drop size is 0-05 ml, each drop of phenylephrine 10% would contain 5.0 mg. This patient had four drops, which is equivalent to 20 mg. Under anaesthesia, with the eyelids kept apart with a speculum and the conjunctiva opened extensively, a considerable part of the phenylephrine would have been absorbed via the exposed soft tissues. As the accepted safe dose of intravenous phenylephrine is only 1-5 mg, the dose that this patient was exposed to would probably be sufficient to cause a direct effect.
The adverse side effects associated with phenyl- 
